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PIT STOP

Gene Husting

Bob Thompson’s

Off Road Racing

ou haven’t heard much
about Off Road racing
activities until now,

because until last year, there was no
large scale organized activities. And
there still is not a National Off Road
organization. But it won’t be long now,
before you’ll see organized Off Road
competition events all around the
country.

We can thank MRC and Tamiya for
the growth of Off Road racing in this
country. The Tamiya car certainly
captures the flavor of this type of car
racing, by closely resembling the
actual 1/1 Scale Off Road racing
vehicles.

At the moment, Southern
California is leading the way in
organized Off Road competition
events, with three permanent Off
Road tracks, holding scheduled racing
events as well as racing series. The
Ranch Pit Shop, 1655 E. Mission
Blvd., Pomona, California 91766,
(714) 623-1506 was formerly Thorp’s
Raceway. The new owner, Gil Losi,
has not only improved the asphalt
track, which is used for the 1/8 gas cars
and the 1/12 electric road race cars,
but Gil has added a new Off Road track
for the 1/10 Scale Off Road cars. This
track now has something to appeal to
all forms of R/C car racing. Because of
this, it is certainly the leading
commercial track in the country.
About 60 miles west of Pomona, Lou
Peralta has been specializing in Off
Road competition at his Mini Baja
Raceway, 6742 Reseda Blvd., Reseda,
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beautiful Chevie Stepside is not only a
concours winner, but it Is also a competitive race car.
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A very realistic looking racer and a top performer as well. It can
be done, as Bob demonstrates on the new Ranch Pit Shop track
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which was still under construction at this time.

Bob's car is naturally based on the
popular Tamiya kit, but with many custom
parts made by Bob. Here he has just
finished charging batterles and is getting
ready for a run.

California 91335, (213) 345-7300. Lou
is certainly qualified in Off Road
racing, because he has also competed
in many of the real 1/1 Scale Off Road
events in California and Mexico. I
don’t know how Lou has time to do
everything he does. He just started
racing 1/8 Scale gas cars a few months
ago, and his improvement has been
quite fast. Lou also started a
newspaper on R/C cars about a year
ago, and if you’d like to subscribe to
this newspaper, write to R/C Racing
News, P.O. Box 411, Woodland Hills,
California 91364 for more
information.

About 60 miles south of Pomona,
Ron Williams, the owner of Radio

Controlled Hobbies, 653 W, 19 St.,
Costa Mesa, California 92627, (714)
631-1555, specializes in Off Road cars
and holds regularly scheduled Off
Road events at an empty lot within a
block of his hobby shop.

All three of these shops are
successful at selling large quantities
of Off Road cars, even though the
facilities vary from the very best, to
what any progressive hobby shop
could accomplish. The key for hobby
shops to succeed in selling large
quantities of 1/10 Off Road, 1/12
Electric or 1/8 Gas cars, is that there
must be some type of competition
events available somewhere for their
customers to fully enjoy their new
hobby.

If it seems like I am continually
promoting car racing, it's because I
firmly believe it’s the competition
events that have made our
hobby/sport grow. Try to imagine, if
you can, how big baseball would be if
someone had a ball and bat and
nobody to play with! Put yourself in
those shoes. If you had a baseball and
bat and nobody to play baseball with,
how many times would you hit that
baseball and go chase it and hit it
again, etc., etc., until you thought —
this is dumb — and went and did
something else. Yet, when you take
that same baseball and bat and add a
lot more people, look how big the
baseball potential becomes. This is
true with football, soccer and dozens of
other activities that you can name.
Competition is a very necessary
ingredient for R/C car growth.

I stated earlier that there was no
National Off Road organization or
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Edle Street, the top woman driver in Southern California shows
how to do it in the dirt. It takes a great deal of skill to make a good
jump and a good landing, as Edle Is doing.

rules. This is essential for the hobby to
continue to grow. ROAR (Radio
Operated Auto Racing) will be
formulating a set of National 1/10
Scale Off Road rules this year. If you
have some ideas on proposed Off Road
rules, please send them to ROAR.
They would like as much info from as
many areas around the country as
possible. ROAR address is: 16661 East
McFadden, Apt. #63, Tustin,
California 92680. ,

There are a number of things to
consider and please keep these in
mind with your proposed rules and
suggestions. Even though about 98%
of the 1/10 Scale Off Road vehicles now
being used are the Tamiya cars, the
rules cannot be written expressly for
Tamiya cars, because Bo-Link, AYK,
Kyosho and other type cars are now
appearing on the market and the rules
must apply to all cars equally alike. So
in your rule’s proposals, if you do not
use the word Tamiya or any other
brand name, you’ll have the right
idea.

winning combination.
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Gil's Tamya car has been consldebly ltened, ball berl
added throughout, special shock hangers In rear, special speed
control, custom nerf bars added, special wing all add up to a

Gil Losi, Jr shows hIs race wInnIng drIvIng ablllly by dlrl
tracking his buggy around this flat sweeper. Gll Is one of the top

drivers in Southern California.

Let me give you some suggestions
on what to send to ROAR. To begin
with, I think we must all agree on 1/10
Scale. Should there be a minimum
weight limit? If so, what should that
minimum weight limit be? Should
there be a maximum weight limit? If
so, what should that maximum weight
limit be? What should the maximum
width be? The maximum length?

How many car classes should there
be? As an example, in 1/12 Scale
electrics, ROAR has a Production
Class which must consist of a
Production car or complete kit, which
must be available through hobby
distributors and hobby shops at a
given maximum price. These cars use
4 cell battery packs indoors and 6 cell
battery packs outdoors. Motors must
be absolutely stock 05 size ROAR legal
motors. No modifications are allowed.
Asyou can see, thisclassisintended to
maintain the cost of cars as low as
possible, and to make sure that
everyone is able to obtain the same
identical equipment. At the local

races, this class is generally reserved
for the beginner racer. I believe this is
a very necessary class. What do you
think?

Another 1/12 class is called Stock
Class. This requires the use of a stock
ROAR legal motor, but ball bearings
may be used in wheels and axles.
Chassis may be modified.

The final class is called Modified
Class. This allows the use of ROAR
legal motors which have been
modified by rewinding, epoxying,
balancing and adding ball bearings
with a maximum cost of $50.00. This is
to ensure that everyone can obtain one
of these motors and it also controls
cost. Chassis in this class can also be
modified and ball bearings used
throughout. All races are eight
minutes long.

Should some form of Stock and
Modified classes be used in Off Road?
What are your suggestions? Most of
the Off Road races now are four to five
minutes long. What would you like? A

to page 144

The raclng is fastand excmng at fhe MInI Baja frack with regular
scheduled racing events. Lou and his staff do everything they
can to help the beginners.



10200 .......
12375 .......

HB .61PDP 14200 ....... 82.98
Webra .40 blk 8995 ...t 69.95
Webra .40 speed 14990 oo oo 89.95
‘Webra .61 speed 16995 ..... 124.95
Webra .91 speed 18995 ..... 149.95
H.P. Goldcup .40 14495 ....... 89.95
H.P. Goldcup .61 4395 it 129.95
MRC Sand Scorcher 46595 ..... 119.98
MRC Rough Rider 46995 ouiens 115.98
Sullivan std. starter Q306 v 26.95
Sullivan 24v. starter 5400 o.osere 3295
LR Taylor power pacer 6960 ..iaiis 49.95
LR Taylor multi charger 3650 ....... 24.95

®QUANITITIES LIMITED  ¢COD ORDERS ACCEPTED
@ CASH, CERTIFIED CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ONLY
—  WRITE OR PHONE IN ORDERS ~ —
PENNA RESIDENTS ADD 6% STATE SALES TAX
ADD $4.00 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING
EXCESS POSTAGE WILL BE REFUNDED

KP-6C

KP-7C
Air. Olympic Il 8495 usiens 36.95
Alr. Sagitta 900 8995 ....... 67.95
Goldberg Gentle Lady 2495 ....... 17.95
Top Fiite Contender .40 6245 ....... 37.95
Top Flite F4-U Corsalr 995 ociive 70.00
Top Fiite F-8F Bearcat 44995 L iaviio 70.00
Goldberg Eaglet 50 &

HB .15 w/muff. 85180 oo 52.95

Schiuter Heli-Boy & Super Mink-Boy....Call

HOBBY - VILLAGE

P.O. BOX 913
115 SOUTH QUEEN STREET
LANCASIER, PA 17603
(717) 392-1523

Store Hours - Mon. thru Fil. 4-7 p.m./Sat. 10-3 p.m.
VISIT OUR STORE FOR UNADVERTISED SPECIALS

SEND FOR OUR
ILLUSTRATED DISCOUNT TOOL CATALOG

Shop at Home Modelers Hand

and Save and Power Tools
,/@
1

Discounts for the
\4\%‘@

Professional and

Hobbyist
Fast ServicU\ Send

92 Pages $2.00

Coastal, Devcon, Diamond, Disston, Dremel, Easydriver,
Evans, General, Hot Stufl, Intermalic/Alr, Jarmac, K&S
Englnurlng. Edlson, Meril, Microllame, Moody, Morrls,
Northwest Shorlline, Paasche, Plastruct, Sandvik, Sher-
line, Swanson, Triumph, Wahl, X-Aclo.

PATTY'S CORNER, INC.
PO BOX 8326 ' DEPT.RC / HALEDON.N.J. 07538

1/4 Scale
World War I:

WW-| “S.E.5.A”

# #RCOS7: Plan Set $24.95

80" Wingspon — For .9 to 2.4 cu. in. Engines
Wat. 10" Ibs. w/o radio, 3-5 channels R/C

FOKKER TRIPLANE “DR-1”

H#RCQS-6: =
plan Set  $24.95 f—z?g‘t:,\
70" Span, ble, TS e
iy 0 iimited area fields. < -\‘/-QQ‘LAi%*)

Prices are for Complete Plans, Sub Assembly and
Detailed Parts Lists. Add $2.00 {or Mailing Tube.

Send for Our Brochure:

Details on new designs & great things to come.
Send $1.00 (refundable) for more information.

W.E. TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC.

P.O. Box 76884-R, Atlanta, Georgia 30328

Teach Your Bird to Sing

lodge €
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lecTRONICS

introducing the new

A-47 AUTOMATIC

HOMING BEEPER

$1290

[/ltinois residents
add 6% sales tax]

P.O. Box 94787
Schaumburg, IL 60194

pleasant appearing model and
represents very good value for the
price. The same company has a large
“Quickie 2000” available for Quadra
and is planning a Quadra biplane for
early 1982 release. =

PIT STOP
from page 52/51

definite universal National time limit
onrace lengths is a must, but how long
should it be? How many battery cells
should be allowed? Most guys are now
using 6 cells, but because of lack of
uniform rules, some are using 7 cells
and some 8 cells. Your thoughts? How
about body styles? Should there be
separate buggy, pickup and modified
body classes or should they all race
together? Should 2 wheel drive and 4
wheel drive cars be in separate
classes? How about tire and wheel
sizes front and rear? How many tires
and wheels should be allowed?

I'm sure you've got the idea now of
what’s needed. Plus, you should have
some other ideas on rules I haven’t
mentioned. Get a couple of your racing
buddies over and get some more ideas
from them and then send them to
ROAR. We need your help. This next
year, Off Road racing will join 1/8 Gas
and 1/12 Electric cars to make R/C
cars, more than ever, the fastest
growing hobby/sport.

POWER BOATING
from page 48/47

when turning.

I received the following letter from
Jim Gale, the J.G. in J.G. Products
propeller works:

Dear Howard,

Your February boating write-up
about the MRP Electric Deep "“V”
somewhat surprised me because I have
had the feeling you liked fast I.C.
engine boats only. Anyway, I thought I
would send you a sample of a new J.G.
prop that may work on that MRP boat
and give you a little more speed.

I am planning to market a range of
prop sizes for electric boats that have a
1/8” diameter shaft hole. If you have
any suggestions as to what the electric
model boater could use as to diametler,
pitch, and shaft size, I would
appreciate them.

The enclosed prop is 1” diameter, 1”
pitch with a 1/8” diameter shaft hole.

I enjoy reading your articles. Keep
up the good work.

As ever,
Jim Gale
to page 158
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